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Who We Are—What We Believe

Highlands Lutheran Church is an open, welcoming and affirming Body of Christ intentionally
following the life & teachings of Jesus, committing to hospitality and social justice.
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Dearly beloved,
We are continuing our series of personal stories. This month, we hear from Nicole Jobin and
Ellen Lorts. Enjoy! Pastor Liliana

"God comes to you disguised as your life." - Paula D'Arcy

Nicole: | am one of that rare breed, a Colorado native. | was born at Lutheran Hospital in
Wheat Ridge, grew up in Lakewood, went to college as an undergraduate at Colorado College
in Colorado Springs, and graduate school at CU Boulder where | now have a full time job
teaching European History. All this time in Colorado, however, has been punctuated by the
amazing opportunity to travel in the U.S. and Europe and to study languages and history in
France and Italy. Through my experiences as a student, teacher, friend, daughter, sister,
spouse, and human being, | have found that there are many things that matter deeply to me -
a love of learning, curiosity, passion, a love of music and of this glorious place in which we live.
| have also been privileged in my life to have many strong role models, relatives, and friends.
From them came an admiration of, and desire to emulate, their strengths: compassion,
truthfulness, integrity, spirituality, and humor. Given these things, and my orientation, it
almost seems inevitable that the love of my life started out as one of those role models and
friends.

Ellen: | was named for my Irish grandmother, Ellen Julia Scully, who was also my godmother
and my model of kindness and unconditional love. In my lifetime thus far, I've been a parent to
my siblings, accompanist for choral groups, organist for Mass, legal secretary to a patent law
firm, member of the Sisters of Charity, purchasing agent for an architectural firm, teacher for
34 years, friend to a large family of friends, auntie, avocational archaeologist, partner to my
spouse, gardener, Safonia's ticket maven, hospice caregiver, student of ltalian, yoga and
Buddhism, and one in the congregation of HLC.

Ellen and Nicole: We have been together as partners in life for the last 16 years. In the spring
of 2013, when the state of Colorado legalized Civil Unions, the first thing we did was cheer and
cry. The second thing we did was call Pastor Liliana to ask her if she would "civil-union" us. She
said no, but she would marry us. So we had a wedding! We were welcomed to HLC by this
wonderful congregation and have been a part of the HLC family ever since. In the fall of 2014,
the Supreme Court and the State of Colorado caught up with Pastor Liliana. We rejoiced and
cried again! So now we are legally married, blessed by Pastor Liliana and cheered by our
congregation. We are grateful beyond measure.

"Let the beauty we love be what we do. There are hundreds of ways to kneel
and kiss the ground." - Jelalludin Rumi
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We’re on
Facebook-
Click here to

check us out!

A BLESSED EASTER SEASON!
WE CELEBRATE THIS SEASON UNTIL PENTECOST ON MAY 24TH, 2015.
REMEMBER, THAT EVERY SUNDAY IS A MINI-EASTER SUNDAY!

WORSHIP MINISTERS IN MAY

Worship at HLC: Sunday at 10:30 am

Rev. Liliana Stahlberg, pastor
Anna Millies, communication
and administrative assistant
Jimmy Howe, music director

Margie Gonzalez, custodian

HLC STAFF

Visitor Hospitality for May: Judy Sims

May 3

Usher Team 3: Anne Cannady, Joe Milius, Paul Criley, Rick Wittkopp
Reader: Marsha Reynolds

Assisting Minister: Wendy Haselgren

Chancel Ministry: Sue Wittkopp

Sunday School: Marsha Reynolds

Birthday Coffee Hour Host: Tara McConnell and Nicholas Edwards

May 10

Usher Team 4: Lorraine & Paul Rumpeltes, Jerry Haselgren, Martin Brotherton
Reader: Mary Williams

Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Smith

Chancel Ministry: Pam McClune

Coffee Hour Host: Elizabeth Smith

May 17

Usher Team 1: Paul Criley, Vivian Anderson, Rick Wittkopp, Joe Milius
Reader: Dennis Lindvedt

Assisting Minister: Ken Wiig

Chancel Ministry: Judy Sims

Coffee Hour Host: Lynn Cooper

May 24

Usher Team 2: Lorraine & Paul Rumpeltes, Jerry Haselgren, Martin Brotherton
Reader: Elizabeth Smith

Assisting Minister: Pam McClune

Chancel Ministry: Marsha Reynolds

Coffee Hour Host: Wendy and Jerry Haselgren

CLIP AND PUT ON YOUR FRIDGE!

May 31

Usher Team 3: Anne Cannady, Joe Milius, Paul Criley, Rick Wittkopp
Reader: Andy Lubansky

Assisting Minister: Robin Lockwood

Chancel Ministry: Mary Williams

Coffee Hour Host: Joe and Sara Milius
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Dear congregation, I've heard great news! President Jimmy Carter has left his Baptist Church, after 60 years! He remains a deep-
ly faithful man, but can no longer stand the discrimination promoted by his church. While faith can stay unshaken throughout
our life, we can, and should, question expressions of faith promoted by conservative churches and declare them as discriminato-
ry, and untrue to the Gospel. That is what President Carter does in this outstanding article. President Carter is using his faith,
reason, logic and critical thinking to look at the misguided teaching of his former church in regards to women's role in church
and society. Enjoy his reasoning and writing, Pastor Stahlberg

Women and girls have been discriminated against for too long
in a twisted interpretation of the word of God, by Jimmy Carter

| HAVE been a practicing Christian all my life and a deacon and Bible teacher for many years. My faith is a source of strength and
comfort to me, as religious beliefs are to hundreds of millions of people around the world. So my decision to sever my ties with
the Southern Baptist Convention, after six decades, was painful and difficult. It was, however, an unavoidable decision when the
convention's leaders, quoting a few carefully selected Bible verses and claiming that Eve was created second to Adam and was
responsible for original sin, ordained that women must be "subservient" to their husbands and prohibited from serving as
deacons, pastors or chaplains in the military service.

This view that women are somehow inferior to men is not restricted to one religion or belief. Women are prevented from playing
a full and equal role in many faiths. Nor, tragically, does its influence stop at the walls of the church, mosque, synagogue or
temple. This discrimination, unjustifiably attributed to a Higher Authority, has provided a reason or excuse for the deprivation of
women's equal rights across the world for centuries.

At its most repugnant, the belief that women must be subjugated to the wishes of men excuses slavery, violence, forced
prostitution, genital mutilation and national laws that omit rape as a crime. But it also costs many millions of girls and women
control over their own bodies and lives, and continues to deny them fair access to education, health, employment and influence
within their own communities.

The impact of these religious beliefs touches every aspect of our lives. They help explain why in many countries boys are educated
before girls; why girls are told when and whom they must marry; and why many face enormous and unacceptable risks in

pregnancy and childbirth because their basic health needs are not met.
/VVe are calling on\

all leaders to
challenge and
change the
harmful teachings

h discrimi hinkine lies behind th - g , S why th and practices, no
The same lscrlmlnatoryt INKINgG lies benin t econtlnumg gender gap In pay and w yt ere are matter how

.Stl||. so few. women in office |n.the West. The root .of this prejudice lies deep in our histories, but ingrained, which
its impact is felt every day. It is not women and girls alone who suffer. It damages all of us. The iUSﬁfY

evidence shows that investing in women and girls delivers major benefits for society. An educated discrimination
Yvoman has healthier c.hlldren. She is more likely to send them to school. She earns more and against women.
invests what she earns in her family. k

In some Islamic nations, women are restricted in their movements, punished for permitting the
exposure of an arm or ankle, deprived of education, prohibited from driving a car or competing
with men for a job. If a woman is raped, she is often most severely punished as the guilty party in
the crime.

4

It is simply self-defeating for any community to discriminate against half its population. We need to challenge these self-serving
and outdated attitudes and practices - as we are seeing in Iran where women are at the forefront of the battle for democracy and
freedom.

| understand, however, why many political leaders can be reluctant about stepping into this minefield. Religion, and tradition are
powerful and sensitive areas to challenge. But my fellow Elders and |, who come from many faiths and backgrounds, no longer
need to worry about winning votes or avoiding controversy - and we are deeply committed to challenging injustice wherever we
see it.

The Elders are an independent group of eminent global leaders, brought together by former South African president Nelson
Mandela, who offer their influence and experience to support peace building, help address major causes of human suffering and
promote the shared interests of humanity. Continued on Page 4



Women and girls, continued...

DUI‘II‘Ig the We have decided to draw particular
years of attention to the responsibility of
the.equy religious and traditional leaders in
Christian ensuring equality and human rights
church and have recently published a
women statement that declares: "The justifi-
served as cation of discrimination against
women and girls on grounds of reli-
de.acons, gion or tradition, as if it were pre-
prlests, scribed by a Higher Authority, is un-
b|5h°ps' acceptable."
apostles,
feqchers We are calling on all leaders to
and challenge and change the harmful
prophe.'.s. teachings and practices, no matter
which

\ /how ingrained, justify

discrimination against women. We
ask, in particular, that leaders of all religions have the
courage to acknowledge and emphasize the positive
messages of dignity and equality that all the world's major
faiths share.

The carefully selected verses found in the Holy Scriptures to
justify the superiority of men owe more to time and place -
and the determination of male leaders to hold onto their
influence - than eternal truths. Similar biblical excerpts
could be found to support the approval of slavery and the
timid acquiescence to oppressive rulers.

| am also familiar with vivid descriptions in the same
Scriptures in which women are revered as pre-eminent
leaders. During the years of the early Christian church
women served as deacons, priests, bishops, apostles,
teachers and prophets. It wasn't until the fourth century
that dominant Christian leaders, all men, twisted and
distorted Holy Scriptures to perpetuate their ascendant
positions within the religious hierarchy.

The truth is that male religious leaders have had - and still
have - an option to interpret bible verses either to exalt or
subjugate women. They have, for their own selfish ends,
overwhelmingly chosen the latter. Their continuing choice
provides the foundation or justification for much of the
pervasive persecution and abuse of women throughout the
world. This is in clear violation not just of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights but also the teachings of Jesus
Christ, the Apostle Paul, Moses and the prophets,
Muhammad, and founders of other great religions - all of
whom have called for proper and equitable treatment of all
the children of God. It is time we had the courage to
challenge these views.
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Minutes from Extraordinary Meeting of Council
20 April 2015

In attendance: Pastor Stahlberg, Nicole Jobin, Wendy Haselgren,
Jake DeHamer, Mary Williams, Maren Markus (by phone).

Ellen Lorts reviewed the draft of the lease between Highlands
Lutheran Church and Highland Christian Church, Disciples of
Christ. There was discussion on the length of the term of the
lease. Wendy moved to have a lease term of three years. The
motion was seconded. There was additional discussion. An
amended motion was made to extend a three year lease to HCC
with an annual renewal after the first three years. There would
be a 60 day notice prior to the end of the three years, and
subsequent years, during which time, if no changes or additions
were needed, the lease would continues as it stands. The
amended motion was seconded and passed.

The council issued its thanks to Ellen Lorts for her work on the
creation and following adjustments to the lease. A final draft will
be sent to HLC council and to HCC council for discussion and sign-
ing after the congregational meeting. Highlands Lutheran will
vote on May 3"t0 agree, or disagree, to have HCC move into the
HLC building. Ellen will also create a Memorandum of Under-
standing, which will contain other details of our agreement.

Financials

* Nicole presented financials worked up by Melissa Walters in
the absence of Lorraine Rumpeltes. After looking over the
figures, Jake thought that if nothing else changes we should be
financially stable in the coming year, and possibly able to move
from the “red” to the “black”. Jake and Wendy suggested that
the congregation be told of this so that we all can see that steady
giving really makes a difference.

* The raising of funds for the Community Assessment Facilitator
was discussed. It was suggested that using fundraising to gather
the needed monies for this project would engage the
congregation and give them ownership of the project.

* There was discussion on the issue of whether or not the council
had previously decided that 50 % of the rent from HCC would be
used to “refill” the endowment fund. There will be some
research on that. The decision was made, however, that that
practice would be in place only after the deficit in the budget is
made up.

Congregational meeting

The meeting will be held on May 3™ immediately following the
service. These items will be brought to the attention of the
congregation:

* Nicole will present the lease to the congregation and a vote will
be taken to either agree or disagree with the lease to HCC.

* Pastor Stahlberg will present the commitment of the council to
the Community Assessment Facilitator and ask for the
congregation to help with funds for this project.

* Jake will present the financial status of the congregation.

* The change to a 10AM service will be presented.

Jake stated that he would send financial notes to the council.

The next meeting of council will be Monday, 4 May 2015.
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HAPPENING AT HIGHLANDS

COMPARATIVE BIBLE STUDY The Gospel of Mark and Matthew
Through May 27th - Pastor Stahlberg will lead a participatory comparative study of the Gospel of Mark
and the Gospel of Matthew. These study sessions will be during the Adult Forum on Sunday morning 9:15.
These sessions are being offered also on Wednesdays, 12:00—1:30 pm. There is a sign

up sheet in the Narthex. Let us know if you are coming at noon on Wednesdays!

HLC Moms’ Group- The Intergenerational Spring
brunch is coming!
The moms have invited the Elderberries to an

Intergenerational Spring brunch on Saturday May 16th

at 10:00 am at Pennie’s house, 4545 Vrain St. in Denver.

EXTRAORDINARY CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
This Sunday, May 3rd

There is an extraordinary congregational meeting in the
sanctuary right after worship Sunday to vote on Highlands
Christian Church renting space from us. We will also take
this opportunity to:

of our
president Jake

1. look at a very short report on the finances
congregation presented by council
DeHamer,

2. vote on coniracting Deaconess Liesl Begnaud to work
with BRT and our church in general in doing a Commu-
nity Assessment for the purpose of identifying mission
outreach possibilities in our neighborhood:

3. agree on changing our worship time to 10:00 am, year
round.

Safonia Concerts
Saturday, May 16" at 7:30pm and
Sunday, May 17" 2:30pm.
Please come and enjoy
Ave, Alleluia, Amen by Safonia
at Highlands Lutheran Church.
See Ellen for tickets: general
admission is $15
Elderberries early bird tickets are $10.

NEwW! HIGHLANDS BOOK CLUB

We are beginning a book club at
Highlands. Join us in the library right
after worship on June 7th.

! |} Our first investigation will be of Sara

Miles book, Take This Bread . Ms.

Miles writes like a storyteller (which

she was as a journalist) and her journey from atheism to

her service to Jesus is amazing! Come and witness her

conversion to faith in Jesus Christ, her drive to

serve. Let's read this together and get to know Sara and
all the wonderful characters in her book!

We may have some extra copies but you can also borrow
the book from the library or download it on your Kindle.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Please
indicate there if you are coming and if you need a copy of
the book.

For more information, talk with Mary Williams.

ELDERBERRIES
Rick & Sueann Wittkopp
Come to Elderberries to celebrate
Spring! Bring a flower and enjoy a salad bar
and fruit pie!

2015 Elderberry hosts:

June - Paul & Lorraine Rumpeltes
August - Nancy Lindvedt
September -

October - Nicole Jobin & Ellen Lorts
November - Jerry & Wendy Haselgren

BienVenidos Food Bank
Thank you for the April donations. We
delivered tuna, peanut butter and other
nonperishables to the new Food Bank site.

The need remains great - BienVenidos
serves over 800 individuals in our
neighborhood each week. Please continue
to place nonperishable items in the baskets
in the narthex. To help you identify “most
needed items,” we work with BienVenidos
each month to identify an item to add to
your shopping list.

During the month of May, please
bring in pasta and sauce.
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MORE HAPPENING AT HIGHLANDS

CIEAMILGIMECem

CHURCH CLEAN-UP DAY

Nicole Jobin, our property manager, is inviting
the congregation to participate in a blitz clean-up

of the church grounds on Saturday, June 6 ™.

Don't forget to use your
GROCERY GIFT CARD

Are You Using Your King Soopers / Safeway
pre-paid card? When you reload your HLC
King Soopers or Safeway Card, 5% of your
purchases go to our church. If you have lost
your card or, if you have not yet purchased
one, talk with Lorraine Rumpeltes. When the
balance on your card gets low, simply reload
your card using a check or credit card.

MUSIC SUNDAY IS COMING ON MAY 30TH!
Invite your friends and neighbors to come and enjoy
worship as the choir leads worship.!

Help us with our website!

If you are part of a group here at HLC, we need your input
for the website: Send any contributions to Pastor Liliana
or

To be a Christian without
prayer is no more possible
than to be alive without
breathing.

Martin Luther

FAIR TRADE COFFEE

SOCIAL ACTION! SOCIAL JUSTICE! é
The farmers who grow this coffee are provid-
; P N

ing for their families, improving g’

planet. Bags are $10 each and are
available in the Narthex. Show your compas-

The HLC Prayer Chain is in motion! To be
added to the email list or phone calls, please
contact Maren Markus (916-402-8766 or
marenmarkus@gmail.com). There are also
prayer request forms on the table in the
Narthex.

HOLDING IN PRAYER THIS MONTH:

JR, Jay, Jackie, Ryan, Charlotte and Vivian;
Tony, Paul, Lorraine, Bev, Carrie, Carol, Mat-
thew, Sandy, Jim, Vivian, Andy and Ashley
Smoot, Nico and family, Annette, Trisha and
Emma, Kathy, Katie and Becky, Sara, Mia,
Betty; Drew, Melissa and Lucas; Eric,
Marianne, Amy, Merwin, Hilde, Ray & Janet,
Jay, Chris, Trae, Betty, Carl, Grace, Cathy,
Linda & Dave, Pam, Victoria, Tina, Jeff &
Jane, Tess, Gloria, Brandon, Loren & Patty,
and all family members and friends serving
in the military or in harm’s way.

their communities, and caring for our
What are the thirstiest sources of energy?

WIND SOLAR NATURAL COAL
A GAS
0 26
-

Gallons of water used to power one home for a month

SOURCES: NATIONAL RENEWASLE ENERGY LABORATORY, 2011 REFOST. 838

MEMORIAL SERVICE
FOR BETTY JOHNSON, LORRAINE’S MOM
May 9%, at 2:00 pm in the church’s fellowship hall

Paul and Lorraine Rumpeltes have invited the
congregation to a celebration of the life of Betty Johnson.

A life-long fan of the Kansas City Chiefs, Betty was
honored by the players, an article was written of her in
the local news, and she was honored on newscasts last

week on Fox 41 News and Kansas Channel 5, and in
Sports lllustrated.
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FROM OUR FAITH COMMUNITY

From Lutheran Family Services

Refugee Mentors Needed

Qhnel] rhn ebdn mh z[n
refugees arriving to Denver? Do you want to do
something that is rewarding and provides a greg
service to the refugee community right here? Do
you enjoy learning about new cultures and meetingy
people from different countries? Then, consider be-
coming a cultural mentor volunteer today! The refu-
gee program has a goal of forming 40 mentor teamp
by the end of June; they currently have 2(
teams. We also received special grant funding fon
male mentors to work with single male clients. We
currently have 810 single males but no mentors. If
you are interested in learning more about either op
portunity, contact Mindy Sohl, Volunteer
Coordinator, at mindy.sohl@Ifsrm.org You can also
learn more about the program by visiting https://
sites.google.com/site/lfsrefugees/homeéNe hope you
can help!

Refugee donations
Lutheran Family Services continues to set up
apartments for newly arriving refugee families. We
could especially use floor lamps and coffee
tables Contact Jaime at 303.217.5181 to see if youf
furniture is eligible for a pick up or if you have
questions.

AND FOR FUN

Annual Golf Tournament

=hf~ chbg nl _hk hnk
Golf Tournament, taking place on Monday, Jung
00g] Zm ma” Ogbo”~kl bmr |
Golf Club. All levels of golfers are welcome tof
attend. Play with your friends, family, co-workers or
clients. Registration includes green fees, golf carj,
a colorful LFS polo shirt, breakfast, lunch and prizeg
Please register atvww.lfsrm.org/events. If you have
questions about the event, please contact Danett
Goldhammer at 303.217.5860.

C—

1

A German Lutheran professor collaborates with one of the most
conservative Christian families in the U.S. for a Bible Museum
David Trobisch is a Lutheran New Testament scholar who has
taught for 25 years at universities and seminaries in Germany and
in the United States. He has a special interest in the close study of
ancient manuscripts. He has written several books, especially
about the Pauline letters and the collection of what we now call
the New Testament. He has also written a novel about Paul,

entitled “A Clown for Jesus.”

David splits his time between Germany, where his wife, son and
two grandchildren live, and a home in Springfield, Mo. In the U.S.
he considers himself part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America. He is a cradle cosmopolitan who grew up
speaking four languages in the African country of Cameroon,
where his parents worked as Lutheran missionaries.

Since February of last year, David is employed by one of the most
famously conservative Christian families in America. The Green
family of Oklahoma City are the owners of the now infamous Hob-
by Lobby. They have financed the 430,000-square-foot Museum
of the Bible set to open in 2017 just off the National Mall in Wash-
ington. This new museum will showcase biblical artifacts from the
40,000-piece Green collection, one of the largest in private hands.
David met the Greens when he asked permission to look at their
850 ancient New Testament documents. Soon, he was advising the
family on acquisitions (“My strategy was to buy fewer items but
only the highest quality”). In February, he was hired as director of
the collection. As such, he does not run the museum, but in addi-
tion to enlarging, accompanying and cataloging the collection,
he participates in the crucial conversation about which items will
go into the museum, and how they will be presented.

David is also a roving ambassador to the worlds of high academia
and top-rate museums. His prestige and contact list are very help-
ful in this task. His presence poses a conundrum to the Greens’
many critics: As believers that the Bible is God-given and inerrant,
could the family — and the museum that is their brainchild — be
more open to modern scholarship than previously assumed?
Earlier this year, David came back from a three-week trip |
involving at least six countries on four continents, having discussed
Green extension museums with professionals from Africa and Asia.
He considered a Bible for sale in Istanbul, hired a curator in
Germany and helped open the latest Bible exhibition “Passages” in
Santa Clarita, CA.

David might have expected some theological friction with the
Greens, who famously turn to the Bible for everything, including
business decisions. But he says Hobby Lobby chain president Steve
Green is open to new scholarship: “We agreed that if | say some-
thing about the Bible he disagrees with and | can show him the
quote, he will concede. If | cannot support it by a quote, | will con-
cede... He’s a Bible freak, like me.”

David also says that his employment by the museum
constitutes “two parties standing at opposite ends of the Christian
spectrum talking to each other and working together. This almost
never happens in the U.S.” Steve Green envisions the museum as
“nonsectarian,” saying, “The Bible can speak for itself.”
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